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Tropical outdoor furniture labeled with the ¥SC logo

&0

1 refer to vour leter dated
July,

Al

of August last year, In repiy to iy inguiry in lener of 14

&

As vou kmow, Taskad vou 1o brizf g gbout which routines yau follow {0 ussure that
products with the FSC logo actually come from well-managed forests. Tuonge that FSC
share the view that people buying products with the FSC logo attached, should he
confidént thatit contaids products from well-ranaged foregts, 1 also recagmize that the
Rainforest Foundation report "Trading in cradibifiny”, acmally has a4 to severil

changes

and improvements with regazd to the FSC-system,

for instance that you have

taken steps to scparate your accreditation unit from your policy and standard setting
aclivities. I undarstand that ihe acoreditation s now undertalen in a stand-alons
business unit, with its own legal basis. As far as Tunderstand this unit is now also
separated om the FSC orgamzation.

Since Itook the initiative to review the F&C certification system. the Consurer
Umbutdstian has completed ar investigation covering severs] Nerwegian
disiributors/importers, where the aim was to find out whether they import tropical
cutdoor furmiture with the FSC logo made out of wood [rom Indonesian teak
plantations, This investigation has uncovered hat most of “he Jisirsutors 1 Norway are
eware of the fct that Indonesia doez not have any centificated plantstions anymore, My

"

impression i still that there will be very little, il any, such fumiture sold in the

Norwegian market this vear

Iwill, howsver, during the conung year give top priority to makiog surs that use of
labels or other clamms which are hikely to make the impression that products have
special ethical- og envirommental qualities, are not misleading,

Thave concluded that all se of the FSC lego in 2004 on products made of ndonesian
wood will be considersd to te misleading and is conflici with the section 2 of the

Marketing Control Act, sven
down and certified before the
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T'would greatly appreciats a continuving dialogue with the FSC, especiaily reparding
how similar cages that mayv arise in the fumire should Be handled. Twould also fike to
know if and how the handling of such caces has been described in vour ettena for vse
of the logo.

I look forward to receiving vour reply &5 soon as possible, and no laver than 4 weeks
from today's date,

YD‘ET Stncersly
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